
AD 33 0 10,000 200 100 100 0 0 0
200 3,022,000 1,561,000 63,000 12,000 600 600 200 600
400 21,054,000 4,157,000 89,000 17,000 900 900 600 300
600 32,042,000 8,128,000 188,000 36,000 1,900 1,300 1,100 1,300
800 34,963,000 5,766,000 115,000 22,000 1,200 1,300 600 500

1000 39,483,000 5,080,000 88,000 17,000 900 1,100 400 300
1200 56,175,000 9,196,000 280,000 53,000 2,800 2,800 600 400
1400 49,994,000 6,241,000 410,000 78,000 4,100 1,400 600 400
1600 71,024,000 28,359,000 868,000 165,000 8,700 10,100 3,600 700
1700 91,797,000 36,594,000 1,416,000 269,000 14,200 11,300 5,700 1,900
1800 145,634,000 57,219,000 1,748,000 332,000 17,500 14,600 10,200 4,400
1900 480,200,000 75,700,000 1,736,000 412,300 21,700 21,700 24,800 15,500
1995 1,274,362,000 598,153,000 3,499,400 827,800 191,200 304,500 80,000 8,100
2000 1,351,743,000 642,297,000 3,969,000 925,000 210,000 306,800 103,000 10,200
2025 1,729,091,000 880,529,000 5,000,000 1,200,000 300,000 300,000 200,000 50,000

Cumulative
AD 33-2000 6,237,849,000 2,041,757,000 214,296,000 33,163,000 3,612,000 4,193,000 1,456,000 673,000

Changes p.a.
in 2000
Losses 46,218,400 8,288,270 349,940 75,255 17,382 42,952 12,360 1,122

Gains 51,166,180 36,752,090 439,190 93,841 21,002 43,414 17,699 1,603
Increase 4,947,780 28,463,820 89,250 18,586 3,620 462 5,339 481
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APOSTOLATE TO THE WORLD

GREAT COMMISSION OBEDIENCE

THE CHURCH’S PROFESSIONAL APOSTOLATE 

OUTREACH MISSION ON 9 CONTINENTS

CROSS-CULTURAL MISSION

FOREIGN MISSION

MISSION TO NON-CHRISTIANS

FRONTIER
MISSION

Pioneer
missionaries

Latent Christians
(inactive in mission)

Nominal Christians,
plus non-practicing
church members.

83% live in World C
countries,17% in World
B countries, and 0.2%
in World A countries.

World C foreign
missionaries

In World C countries in
partnership with local
churches.

World B foreign
missionaries

In World B countries.

Great Commission
lay Christians

Lay activists, mission
supporters, financial
backers, zealots, con-
verts, catechumens,
charismatics.

Part-timers, short-ter-
mers, self-employed,
tentmakers, lay
preachers, bivocation-
als.

(56 % live in World C
countries, 43% in
World B countries,
1% in World A coun-
tries).

Pastoral workers

Bishops, church lead-
ers, clergy, pastors,
ministers, chaplains,
deacons, administra-
tors, preachers,
parish workers, teach-
ers, theologians, con-
templatives, religious,
and all others not pri-
marily in outreach
mission situations
(76% work in World C
countries, 24% in
World B countries,
0.2% in World A
countries).

Home missionaries
(near-cultural)

Religious orders, fri-
ars, monks, brothers,
sisters, nuns, working
in their own countries
(76% in World C
countries, 24% in
World B, 0.3% in
World A) among peo-
ple of their own cul-
ture in outreach situa-
tions.

Cross-cultural
home missionaries

Evangelists, mission-
ers, catechists, work-
ers in own countries
among other cultures
in own countries
(76% in World C ,
24% in World B,
0.5% in World A).

Type of 
mission:

Christians

Active in mission

Professionals

Foreign missionaries

Cross-cultural missionaries

Home missionaries

Workforce for the Apostolate (full-time Christian workers)

Great Commission Christians (active in mission) (Force for Evangelism, Active Force for Mission)

Home ApostolateLay Apostolate Foreign Apostolate

Nonprofessionals

Inactive

10,200

420,000

1,135,000

630,000

420,000

5,524,000

647,821,000

5,104,000

647,821,000

5,524,000

1,999,564,000

1,994,040,000

642,297,000

1,351,743,000

M-1
World A foreign
missionaries

The question is often asked: How many persons down the
ages have committed themselves to Christ’s mission to the
world? or, How many missionaries have ever served? or, How
many Christians, whether professionals or laypersons, have
lived their lives active in mission?

Below, there are 4 parts to this diagram, constructed as
follows:
1. The cone divides the world’s total active force for mission
into 8 mutually-exclusive columns labeled M-1 to M-8 and
described within each. The shaded part (M-1 to M-7) repre-
sents all persons active in mission; M-8 stands for Christians
inactive in mission.
2. Above the cone in capital letters are 8 cumulative vari-

eties of mission recognized by the church.
3. Below the cone are 14 statistical categories widely used
by the churches to report on mission; under each is its size in
AD 2000.
4. At page bottom is a box giving each column’s totals of
persons at 15 points during 21 centuries of Christian mission.
The line in bold type gives the grand total of all persons ever
involved in each column’s variety of missions—all who have
ever served as missionaries or been active in mission. (This
line is not the sum of the preceding 15 rows). The final 3 lines
give annual change in AD 2000. ‘Losses’ are due to retire-
ment, deaths, or changes of vocation. ‘Gains’ represent the
annual number of new personnel who join each category in

AD 2000. ‘Increase’ gives the overall totals, defined as gains
minus losses per annum.

The whole table and the cone minidiagram present a
series of snapshots of what is, however, a dynamic and rapid-
ly changing situation. There is continual movement of person-
nel from one column to another. Large numbers of persons in
each column move into other columns every year. For this
reason, ‘losses’ in one column may actually be gains in the
next, as for example when parish clergy working in their home
countries move abroad as foreign missionaries.

Global Diagram 15. Mission, missions, missionaries, and the active force for mission, AD 33-2025.
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